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Date 27th March 2024 Term 1, Issue 3 

 

Calendar Dates 
 

 

March 

25th - 28th – Parent/Teacher 

interviews 

25th - 27th – SAPSASA – 

Softball  

29th – Public Holiday – 

Good Friday 

 

April 

1st – Public Holiday – Easter 

Monday 

2nd - 5th – Parent/Teacher 

interviews 

12th April – Last Day Term 

One; 2:30pm dismissal 

 

Absence SMS Number 

0428 670 286 

Our preferred 

payment method is 

 

  

Our Kids’ Council Representatives ideas about Harmony Day! 
 

Reception - Jack, Harriet and Leigh - "Getting along with everyone and 

have different colours on our skin." 

Year 1: Emmie "Knowing about other countries around the world." - 

Harper – “Harmony Day means sharing.” - Alfie – “Being kind, respecting 

others no matter where they are from.” 

Year 2: Eliana - "Being kind, never being mean to others." Walt - "Not 

saying people look weird and to be nice to everyone." 

Year 3: Freya "Means we should care for others and give money to 

others who need it. The orange means to care and include everyone." - 

Miller - "Harmony Day is to care for others and include everyone in our 

games. It doesn't matter what country you are from." 

Year 4: Spencer - "Be friendly and make the world a better place." - 

Evelyn "To celebrate other countries and cultures." 

Year 5: Keelan "To give to others and the orange represents different 

cultures." - Aahnima "Excluding differences. the orange means harmony. 

We are all the same." 

Student Senior Leader – Emmanuel - "At our school, harmony day means 

to raise money for someone in need. Don't spend this money at the 

canteen! The orange is to celebrate all countries coming together." 

    

 

 



Assemblies in 2024 

In Term 1 we have trialled assemblies in Lesson six of alternate Fridays (even weeks). We recognise 

that mornings are the optimal time for class time and student learning, so we trialled moving 

assemblies away from mornings. But various timetables and schedules meant that Friday 

afternoons was our only option. One difficulty this has presented is that our amazing Performing 

Arts teacher, Jo Brus, doesn’t work on Fridays, which means our choirs and other performers don’t 

get the opportunities to present to the whole school. So we are trying a hybrid model for 

assemblies for the rest of 2024. Assemblies towards the start of the term will be at 2:25pm on 

Fridays. Assemblies towards the end of the term will be on Thursdays at 9am. In Term One, this 

means that the assemblies in Weeks 2, 4 and 6 will be (have been) Friday assemblies, while the 

Weeks 8 and 10 assemblies (21st March and 4th April) will be (have been) on Thursday mornings. 

We will do our best to keep families informed of assembly times ahead of time via the school 

newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Late arrivals / Early departures  

If you are late to school due to appointments, family matters, traffic hold ups etc. please ensure 

that students are signed in at the Front Office before heading to class.  Students and Parents can 

sign in using our self-serve system located in the Front Office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early departures – Students must be signed out from the Front Office.  

Our friendly Front Office staff, Deb and Michelle are responsible for updating the school’s data 

bases, your cooperation in this matter will ensure that all students are safe and accounted for 

each day. 

A reminder that the final day of Term 1 – Friday 12th April – is an early dismissal at 2:30pm. OSHC 

will be open from 2:30pm for any families that may wish to book in. 



 

Introducing our 2024 Governing Council members 

 

My name is Andre Small. I have two boys in the school, one in year 2 and the other in 

year 4. I am a Technical Services Engineer at Pilatus Aircraft, and my family and I 

arrived from South Africa in 2020. We have always felt welcome and supported at GPS. 

Other than the challenges that come with adapting to a new school and country, my 

youngest also has Type 1 Diabetes, and the school leadership and staff have always 

gone above and beyond to support us. This will be my third year sitting on the 

Governing Council, and my second year as Chairperson. I look forward to serving on the 

Governing Council through 2024 and beyond. 

 

 

I’m Kat Giles, my husband Tom & I have three children.  My twin boys currently attend 

Glenelg Primary School in year 3 and the youngest will be in the school’s first mid-year 

intake in July 2024. My family have been part of the Glenelg community for 6 years 

and we maintain strong connections to regional South Australia. I have diverse 

governance and strategic planning experience within Government and the Not-For-

Profit sectors. I am a non-clinical veterinarian and have personal interests in community 

development, the disability sector, and food supply chains.   

 

My name is Tim Doughty, I have two boys at Glenelg Primary School, Ted in year 4 and 

Luke in year 2. This is my third year in the Governing Council as Treasurer and I'm looking 

forward to continuing to support the school staff in doing what they do so wonderfully 

well.  My wife Cath and I having been living in Glengowrie for just over 12 years. We 

feel very lucky to have found such a great area to live in. One of the best things I have 

found about Glenelg Primary School is the community events and activities. Everyone is friendly 

and it has a very active parent and volunteer community.   

 

 

Hi I’m Craig Andrews, a little about me… hailing from Zimbabwe/South Africa, I’ve 

worked all over the world ending in Adelaide last year. I have two children in GPS, 

Tristan in Reception and Isla in Year 3. Loving GPS and the support from the school and 

staff.  

 

 

Hi, my name is Katherine Ward.  I have four beautiful children, 3 that attend Glenelg 

primary school in grade 1,3 and 5. We are a defence family and have just moved 

interstate from Sydney. I’m looking forward to getting to meet new people and making 

our school as great as it can be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Governing Council members cont. 

 

My name is Jacqui O'Neill. I have two boys at GPS. Liam in year 6 and Finn in year 3. I 

have already done 2 years as a member of Governing Council and looking forward to 

another year ahead. My role is to give the school a parent's perspective on issues or 

even sometimes it may come to a vote. I love being able to give back to the school in 

any way I can, as a way of saying thank you, for giving my boys the best experience at 

primary school. If you see me around and have any concerns or feedback, feel free to come and 

have a chat with me. 

 

Hi, I am Melissa Tracey and have two children at the school in Year 4 and Reception. I 

work full time as an Area General Manager for University Student accommodation 

overseeing 2000 beds in Adelaide. I was previously Chairperson at the Camden Park 

Childcare Centre for 6 years and I look forward to using those skills to help support the 

Governing Council. I am excited to be more actively involved in the school community 

this year and help contribute to making a positive impact for our students and staff members. 

 

My name is Linda Paech and I have been a parent of the school since 2020. I have 

two boys attending GPS with Joshua in Year 6 and Thomas in Year 3.  This is my second 

year on the Governing Council. I love the sense of community at GPS and look forward 

to working with staff and Governing Council members to ensure that GPS continues to 

grow and thrive.  

 

I’m Nicole, I’ve been on the Governing Council for the past 6 years and also on the 

Parents and Friends Committee. I have two boys’ still here in years 3 and 5 and one  

Moved onto high school. I am a hairdresser, makeup artist and now enjoy working as 

an SSO with vision impaired students and creating resources for them. 

 

 

My name is Alex Hamilton. I have two girls at GPS. Arabella in year 4 and Zoey in 

reception and this is my first year on Governing Council after chairing at kindergarten. 

I also volunteer time on the P&F committee. Due to the nature of my work, I am 

unable to volunteer during school hours and feel this is a way I can give back to this 

amazing school. Although I am often not around the school yard, I am always 

approachable by mobile or on socials.  

 

Hi all, my name is Mel, and I am one of your Governing Council parent members. I 

have two children at GPS, one in Year 1 and another in Year 3. I have lived in the 

Glenelg area for about ten years, and love it, and I feel really appreciative that my 

children have had such a great start to their schooling here at GPS. As a member of 

the Governing Council, I enjoy being able to contribute to the school community, 

and being a voice for GPS families. If you have any ideas, concerns or questions, 

please feel free to reach out and chat to me. Thanks. 

 

 



Governing Council Update 

On 18th March 2024 the Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held which gave an opportunity for 

those present to hear from the School Leadership in their Annual Report. The highlights included 

hearing more about the improvements journey for 2023/2024, seeing some samples of functional 

grammar activities and being provided some information around the Year 3-6 spelling and 

morphology. We also heard about wellbeing initiatives, intervention and support and received an 

update on 2024 enrolments and IT upgrades. 

Once the AGM had concluded, it was time to form the new Governing Council for 2024. All new 

nominees shared a brief personal profile to all attendees and then were welcomed into the 

Governing Council for 2024. 

The first meeting for the new Council was then formally opened with the first piece of business to 

elect the Council positions for 2024. Nominations were received and voting was conducted with 

the following position being filled.  

Chairperson - Andre Small 

Deputy Chairperson - Kat Giles 

Treasurer - Tim Doughty 

Deputy Treasurer - Craig Andrews 

Secretary - Trea Schache 

The Governing Council then commenced its usual course of business. This was kept relatively brief 

for this meeting due to time required for the AGM and Council elections earlier in the evening. 

Through the Leadership Report, we were provided an update on the security project and the 

works around the school site as well as an update on enrolments and the school budget. The 

Parents and Friends also provided an update on some of the fantastic events that they have 

coming up and there was a continuation of the discussion around the challenges for after-hours 

sports.  The next Governing Council meeting will be held on 13 May 2024 

AFL Gather Round training on Glenelg Oval 

During Week 10, there is an exciting opportunity for students and families to watch some AFL 

training sessions on Glenelg Oval as a part of Gather Round. Spectators are able to watch any of 

the AFL training sessions. One or more AFL football players might also be talking with some of our 

classes at school during the week. 

The Adelaide Crows will be training on Wednesday the 3rd of April from 4:00pm until 5:45pm. On 

Friday the 5th of April, Fremantle Dockers will be training from 10:30am until 12:00pm and the 

Carlton Blues will be training from 2:00pm until 3:30pm. Saturday the 6th of April will showcase the 

state U16 internal game from 10:10am, followed by the South Australia v Victoria SANFL state 

match from 12:40pm and the Hawthorn Football Club will complete a training session from 4:00pm 

until 5:00pm. In addition to the above, the SANFL Glenelg Tigers play a match against Port 

Adelaide on Easter Friday. 

Please note that the above details, including dates and times, are correct at the time of writing but are subject to change due to AFL/individual 

team plans or other circumstances. There may be reduced car parking in the council car park off of Brighton Road due to team bus 

requirements and associated personnel etc. Glenelg Football Club will be erecting temporary fencing and toilets in the Williams Ave school 

entrance area around 7:30-8am tomorrow morning (Thursday 28th March). They are hoping to get this done quickly to avoid congestion with 

school drop off times. The temporary fence will only block off part of the walk way so we will still have sufficient room to pass through. 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 Surf Safety  

In Week 6, the Year 4 classes went to the beach for Surf Safety. ‘My favourite part was the boards, 

the swimming and the races at the end of the day. The boards were fun to paddle around on, we 

all had fun swimming and the race at the end tested everything that we had worked on during 

the day. We want to thank our instructors for the 2 days and we look forward to going again next 

year’. – Chloe – Room 18. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival Choir  

The Year 5/6 Glenelg Festival Choir combined with St Leonard Primary and Plympton International 

College to create a choir of 140 students! They were led by the 'Primary Schools Music Festival' 

(PSMF) Conductor Cathy Lange for a special combined rehearsal, gathering advice and tips on 

learning their repertoire. These choirs are all preparing for their ultimate performance this year at 

the Festival Theatre in September, as members of a 400+ student choir. Singing was a lovely way 

to connect with our local choir buddies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Olympic Diver Visit  

On Friday, the 8th March, the Year 5 & 6 students were honoured 

to meet Olympic diver Shixin Li as part of the Be Active 

Challenge.  Mr. Li shared with the students his life in China, and 

his remarkable career as a diver. Mr Li also shared the 

importance of embodying positive role model behaviours and 

responsible leadership qualities. 

During his visit, Mr. Li brought along some of his medals which 

provided the Year 5 and Year 6 students a glimpse into his 

outstanding achievements as an elite diver. Mr Li also 

demonstrated a range of diving techniques and exercises which strengthen his body and prepare 

him for diving competitions.  

Mr. Li's visit was a tremendous opportunity for us to learn firsthand the mindset and qualities of a 

champion athlete. We express our gratitude to Mr Li for dedicating his time to inspire us and we 

extend our best wishes to him as he prepares for the upcoming Paris Olympics to be held in July. 

Go Shixin Li! 

Dusty Feet Mob – Adelaide Fringe  

Two of the school’s newest students – Nathylia J from Year 2 in Room 9 and Verna M from Year 3 in 

Room 11 – performed as part of The Adelaide Fringe earlier this month. Nathylia, 6, and Verna, 8, 

are part of The Dusty Feet Mob dance group and performed at Adelaide College of the Arts. The 

girls joined Glenelg Primary School at the start of the year, from Kalgoorlie in Western Australia. 

GPS staff (including those photographed from left: Anita Rosser, Jessica O’Neill and Sandra 

Mezzini and in right photo Laura Searle) attended the Fringe performance and were amazed. The 

Dusty Feet Mob has been invited to tour Canada and is hoping this can take place in 2025. 

Congratulations Verna and Nathylia! 

 



 

District Swimming Carnival 

On the 6th March, Week 6, Term 1, we had 6 of our 

students represent our school in the District 

Swimming Carnival. These students travelled to 

Immanuel College, to race in strokes including 

Freestyle, Backstroke, Breaststroke and Butterfly. They 

showed incredible courage and resilience, as often 

competing against students you don't know, and in 

a new environment, can be daunting. I am so very 

proud of our students for competing and doing so 

well. Special congratulations to Jackson K for swimming so fast in his Freestyle race, he has 

moved to the next level, where he will be swimming in the State Championships, held at 

Marion Aquatic Centre in Week 11. We wish him all the best. Well done swimmers 🙂  

SAPSASA Knockout Cricket 

On Friday 22nd March, Week 8, Term 1, we had 12 of our Year 5/6 boys compete in Round 

1 of a SAPSASA Knockout Cricket competition. They travelled to Grange Primary School to 

compete against Year 5/6 Boys from Grange Primary. It was a tough competition but our 

boys showed great team work and are a keen to continue training beyond this 

competition! They have spent many lunch times training ahead of their competition, with 

the support of Dad Jarrad Carter. We thank Jarrad for his time and work with the boys 

over the Term and on the big day. Also, a big thank you to Kirsty Carter for her work on 

the day with logistics, and all the behind-the-scenes communication. What a team! Well 

done to the following boys for representing our school:  

James R, Roni R, Aarav G, Joshua B, Mitch B, Fletcher H, Oliver E, Jimmy L, Zac P, Sully N, 

Jackson  C, Aiden W 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday Tee Ball Team 

Mid Term 1, we entered a Glenelg Primary School team into a local Tee Ball competition. 

These games run on Saturday mornings from 8-9am. Our 10 Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

students showed incredible enthusiasm and also bravery when taking on a new sport (for 

some). Our students played teams from schools within our area, including St Leonards, 

Plympton PS, St Thomas, St Johns the Baptist School and St Anthony. This competition will 

run again in Term 4. If you are interested, watch out for 'expression of interest' information I 

will send out in Term 3. 

Go Glenelg! 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Active Challenge 

As in previous years, in 2024 students can participate in the Premier’s Be Active Challenge. 

The Premier’s Be Active Challenge sets physical activity goals for students to achieve and 

rewards them with a medallion for their efforts. 
 

The challenge is to do at least 60 minutes of physical activity on at least 5 days of the 

week for at least 10 consecutive weeks 

Some year levels may be completing the activity record in class to support other academic 

concepts and cross-curricular learning. Physical activity can include active games at 

recess and lunch breaks, PE lessons, class games, swimming lessons, and any sporting clinics 

or activities they do at school and at home. A list of physical activities that count towards 

the challenge is attached. 

You can also support our school to be eligible for a $1000 sports equipment grant by 

completing the challenge. Only the top 50 schools in the state are eligible, so the more 

students that complete this challenge, the higher our chance of receiving the grant. 

Once you have completed your challenge, return your Activity Book to Miss Arnold. These 

need to be completed and returned by the end of Term 3. 

For more information about the challenge, you can visit the Premier’s Be Active Challenge 

website. If you have any questions about completing the Activity Book, please contact Miss 

Arnold or Miss Rivett via Seesaw. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Reporters  

Hi! Our names are Holly, Urwa and Rita. We are the Year 6 school reporters this year. Over the year 

we will be sharing events that are happening around our school, lunch time clubs and special 

activities to give you a student insight.  

 

 

 

 

 

I think school reporter will be good for me to build my confidence. – Holly 

I wanted to be a school reporter because I think it will be a good experience for me. – Urwa 

I'm looking forward to sharing what is happening this year. - Rita 



Room 19 News: Reflecting on a Successful First Term 

As we pause to reflect upon the learning journey of our first term together, Room 19 has much to 

celebrate!  

We began the term with a focus on well-being, organisation, and the invaluable skill of being 

centred and grounded. 

From the outset, prioritising well-being set the tone for our classroom environment. We recognised 

the importance of nurturing not just academic growth, but also emotional resilience, mental 

wellness, and the importance of a positive growth mindset to build a strong attitude towards 

academic self-concept.  

Through mindfulness exercises like our morning Tai Chi, open discussions about our SMART goals, and 

fostering a supportive atmosphere where everyone understood the power of positive self-talk, we 

embarked on a journey to ensure that every member of Room 19 felt valued, heard, and cared for. 

These values are found throughout our school and within the Glenelg Primary philosophy.  

In fostering organisational skills, our focus was on SMART goals, guiding students to set Specific, 

Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound objectives. This method ensures clarity, 

measurable progress, realistic targets, alignment with values, and timely completion. By instilling 

these habits early, we lay a solid foundation for academic success and personal growth. Moreover, 

embracing the Berry Street Philosophy, we emphasised being centred and grounded, cultivating 

inner stability and resilience. These skills were needed as we put our theory into practice when we 

learnt the new skill of juggling.  

Now, as we continue our journey in mastering spelling rules with particular focus upon grapheme-

phoneme correspondence, we’ve integrated well-being, organisation, and a positive mindset. This 

holistic approach fosters an academic self-concept, empowering students to analyse word 

structures and identify patterns, enabling them to express themselves effectively through written 

communication. 

Thanks to our families and community for all your support this term! Wishing you all a Happy Easter.  

Warm regards, 

Tom Gale/Jason Saxby - Room 19 Teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gymnastic Superstar 

Ava P is in Year 5 here at GPS. Recently Ava competed in her first comp of the season at the 

interclub gymnastics competition in level 6 Women’s Athletic Gymnastics (WAG). 

Ava came 1st in Beam and Floor, 2nd on Bars and 4th in Vault, and 1st overall. A great start to the 

level 6 competitions. With an overall score of 36.33 out of 40, which puts her into the gold squad 

for next year 2025 (athletes need to reach an average of 9 and above for each apparatus). 

Ava is extremely dedicated to gymnastics - she trains over 20 hours per week, with 3 morning 

sessions at the local gymnastics club Koorana. She will compete again in April at the State 

Championships held at the 36ers arena. 

Congratulations Ava on your recent accomplishments and we wish you all the very best for your 

next competition. 

 

 

 

 

Lego Club 

On Thursdays at lunch time the SLA (Student Learning Area) is opened 

up to students in Year 2 to Year 6 for Lego Club.  Lego Club is run by our 

wonderful teacher Nat Reed and student leaders Oliver B and Silas S. 

Students enjoy the company of other like-minded students and the 

freedom to be as creative as they like.   

 

 

 

 

 



Canteen 

Thank you to all that supported our Sushi Day. 

 

 

 

 

It is nice to be able to do something different for the students to enjoy. 

Our next Sushi Day is planned for Tuesday April 9th.  Don’t forget to get your orders in early to avoid 

missing out.  Orders can be made via the QKR app. 

New Items  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School approved Groove Mineral Water 350 ml.   

$3.00 

Flavours available are – Grape / Raspberry / Watermelon 

Mini Fruit Gems from the Natural Confectionary Co.  30g 

25% less sugar – no artificial colours or preservatives 

$1.00 

Banana and Maple Muffin – New flavour 

$1.00 

 

 

 



Parents and Friends 

parents.friends277@schools.sa.edu.au  
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OSHC – Happy Haven News 

 

 



OSHC – Happy Haven News – Cont. 
 

  

“Hi All, we have an exciting change to our sign in/out process. All parents/caregivers will be 

required to sign your child/ren in and out of OSHC on OWNA through a kiosk on the iPad. The iPad 

will be stationed in the regular position on the bench inside the OSHC room. The kiosk will allow 

access to sign in and out of each session, sign incident reports, view the service’s QIP (Quality 

Improvement Plan) and view the weekly programs.  

Each existing parent/caregiver has a unique pin number. This number will be entered into the iPad 

when collecting your child/ren. Your pin can be reset in settings on your app. We have a folder at 

the service for educators to help you find your existing pin number.  

This will be a transition process, but our educators will be here to support      ” 

Thanks again, 
 

    

Ella Brookes 

SERVICE DIRECTOR – GLENELG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhappyhaven.sa.edu.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTrea.Schache982%40schools.sa.edu.au%7C27836f807da74515e00e08dc4e053d89%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C638471032000294379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kCKUmdATybvtpV5WG0TfgPdzhuGPhTS%2FGZdlDKNEFKA%3D&reserved=0


Community News  

Year 6 families interested in registering to attend Brighton Secondary School in 2025 through the Special Interest 

Think Bright Program are reminded that applications close on Monday 8 April 2024. 

For more information about the application and selection process please visit: 

https://www.brightonss.sa.edu.au/special.../think-bright/ 

 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.brightonss.sa.edu.au%252Fspecial...%252Fthink-bright%252F%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR3UmFVLbMK5ZrzNw_nbJ2aaxN-U7PSsM4Ds55xBEyjrXJaQXaH68fbUs0A%26h%3DAT2w16tTgW89DoXW43YfNlLFWPXg5VddiOTnrLmm1u9Iod5SMypStOwNxKhlv3mXylDySgD_c9QVwaAkLE48DnxZbpJJxlaDmt1QyGoo3G6jpK_UoDElbmQDho1ylmSwcA%26__tn__%3D-UK-R%26c%255b0%255d%3DAT1nfkiIiGHsKdptHqQFl_9Eh6-YdK3cFfFlVXmrnFuPigH9T7kQ9vJcVwP0vHuSC9cF6wB240eELWgsoObPv-DzYl_vcXyaFqd1olEdoucv4TKZuZ5cwQBuazhHIrTPFqFnyIJqNLjDEJQPOmYc6xT1AnPZ9g&data=05%7C02%7CTrea.Schache982%40schools.sa.edu.au%7C63f9a6862af849c1976908dc4c7bc53d%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C638469341672746119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hPFoSifuoYQysZmNAXUimBHtoNPKfpqUJSHQB5XQASA%3D&reserved=0

