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Calendar Dates 

Month 

March 

9th Pupil Free Day  

12th Adelaide Cup Day 

21st Harmony Day 

23rd Rec/Year 1 assembly 

26th March – 6th April 
Parent Teacher interviews  

30th Good Friday 

April 

2nd Easter Monday 

3rd &4th Chess 

13th End of term 1   
2.30pm dismissal 

When kids experience problems at school 

An article by Michael Grose, one of Australia’s leading parenting educators 

Every parent wants the best for their children, and that includes wanting them 
to have great experiences at school. By and large, Australian schools deliver on 
that expectation. They are generally safe places for kids, staffed by hard-
working teachers who have the best interests of their students at heart. 
Achievement, discipline and student wellbeing are high on the list of priorities 
for most teachers. 

Nevertheless, despite the best teaching practices things do go wrong at school. 
Most kids experience learning difficulties from time to time. Conflict and peer 
rejection are a normal part of school life. The developmental nature of 
childhood means that there will always be some turbulence, particularly around 
key transition ages such as the start of adolescence. During these times young 
people frequently experience a dip in their learning as well as significant 
relationship difficulties. Kids will often come home from school with grievances, 
and call on their parents for assistance. 

Your approach as a parent when your child has difficulty at school can make a 
huge difference to their resilience and to their future relationships with teachers 
and peers. This includes not only any advice you may give and the way you 
give it, but also the way you approach the school, if that becomes necessary. 
Unfortunately, anecdotal evidence suggests that there’s been a significant 
increase in aggressive incidents at schools involving parents reacting to their 
children’s grievances. This presents a danger to teachers, harms the all-
important teacher-parent relationship, and sets a bad example to children about 
how to resolve differences. 

Here’s a seven point checklist to help you stay focused and be 
effective if your child experiences difficulty at school.                   
1.Be empathetic first 
Kids, like adults, like to vent. They will often benefit simply from having told their 
side of a story to a trusted source. 
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Often they just want their parents to understand what’s happening, so your first response should be an 
empathetic one. That is, your child should feel you understand them and take them seriously. “That’s awful. I’d be 
upset too if someone stole my lunch” is the sort of response kids want to hear when they are genuinely upset 

2.Stay calm and take your time 
It’s natural as a parent to want to protect or defend your children, particularly when you think that they’ve come in 
for some unfair or poor treatment. But acting when you are full of emotion is not always smart as emotions make 
us prone to over-reaction and jumping to all sorts of possibly incorrect conclusions. 

Rather than getting on the phone straight away to organise a meeting at school, take your time to think through 
how you might assist your child. Time generally provides greater perspective, which will likely lead to a better 
response from you. 

3. Get the all facts 
Getting the facts about the situation can be really tricky. Kids are faulty 
observers and often only see one side of a story when there’s a problem 
with a teacher or a fellow student. They sometimes can’t see that perhaps 
they may have contributed inadvertently to a dispute at school, or perhaps 
said something that may have upset a teacher. It’s your job to help your 
child or young person process what happened in an incident, so that all the 
facts emerge and you can fully understand their place in any problem. Keep 
asking questions to enable the complete story to unfold. 

4. Assess whether to go to school or not 
Often problems can be dealt with at home, simply by talking through an issue and giving kids some common 
sense tips to help them cope. However, if your child has a recurring problem that he can’t solve himself, or you 
think adult intervention may be needed to sort out a relationship issue with a teacher or peer, then consider 
meeting with your child’s teacher or year-level coordinator. 

5. Use the right channels if you take the issue to school 
Approach the school calmly, going through the school office or directly to your child’s teacher if that is the usual 
protocol. If you have already established a relationship with the teacher concerned, then it’s often easier to 
approach them directly. 

6. Look for solutions rather than blame 
Parent-teacher meetings usually get nowhere when either party blames the other. State the problem as you see 
it and view your child’s teacher as an ally, not a foe. “I’m really worried about Jeremy. He’s been acting strangely 
lately and I need some help” is the type of approach that will elicit a helpful response. Talk about your concerns 
and keep the discussion focused firmly on what’s best for your child. Listen to your teacher’s viewpoint, valuing a 
different perspective. 

7. Stay in touch 
Be realistic with your expectations, remembering that some problems can’t be solved to your satisfaction, nor will 
they be resolved straight away. Be prepared to work alongside your child’s teacher over the long-term, which 
means maintaining communication with each other. 

Parenting is easy when things are going well, but testing when your 
children struggle or experience difficulty. Stepping back and taking a 
long-term, reflective view is often the best approach when your child 
experiences difficulty at school. 
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Senior Student Leaders 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erin, Rebecca, Caitlin, Lola, Phoebe  
   Brayden, Cooper, Seth, Alexander 

 

Year 5 Surf Safety Report 

 
On Thursday the 1st and Friday the 2nd of March, the Year 5 classes took part 
in Surf Safety. This is where the students learn how to be safe at the beach by 
doing many fun activities. This included flags, swimming, boards and races in 
and out of the water. They also learnt about the dangers of the beach and how 
to avoid them; such as how to spot rips, dangerous creatures and bad waves.  
 
The year 5s also learnt DRSABCD (Drs abcd which is First Aid) and many other 
important pieces of information on staying safe at the beach. After Surf Safety 
was over, we interviewed some of the students who gave their opinions. Here 
are their thoughts:  
 
Jack said that his favourite activity was the boards, as did Didi, Vincent, Chloe 
and Ben. Duke said his favourite activity was Flags. Vincent and Jack said if they 
could change something about Surf Safety they would make it longer. The 
students said they all enjoyed learning about how to be safe and learning 
different survival strokes. They said they found these topics very interesting. 
  
Overall, the students said the days were very fun, interesting and that they learnt 
a lot of valuable lessons, which will now help them be safe at the beach. 
 

By Katherine, Saraya and Caitlin 
Student Reporters 
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House Captains and Vice Captains 2018 
Moseley 

Harvey, Jessica,  
Harry and Issy  

 

Holdfast 

Billy, Piper,  
Cooper and Jayden  

 
 

Colley  

Harry, Alana,  
Logan and Molly 
       

Buffalo 

Tim, Saskia,  
Matthew and  Macy  
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DCSI clearance update – welcome news for 
working parents 
New information from DECD is that parents no longer have to actually come 
into Anthony Fischer’s office personally to start the DCSI process. If you are a 
parent of a child at Glenelg PS then you can e-mail me –  
 

Anthony.Fischer182@schools.sa.edu.au  
 

– and I can start the process without you needing to come in. In the e-mail you 
need to provide me with your:- 

 full first name as matches your official ID - i.e. (if applicable) Kathryn 
rather than Kate, Jacob rather than Jake etc 

 surname 

 date of birth 

 e-mail address 

 name and room number of a child here at Glenelg PS 

 a brief reason you need the DCSI clearance (i.e. sports coaching, 

volunteering in canteen, overnight camps etc. If parents are seeking 

only to volunteer with general assistance in the classroom and/or going 

on excursions, parents don’t need DCSI clearance). 

Car Parking at IGA shopping centre 
Business owners at the IGA shopping centre on Cliff Street near the school rang 
us this week to ask families to not park in their car park during drop-off/pick-up 
times. The businesses are finding that at least half of the car parks are being 
used for significant periods of time by GPS families who are not shopping, 
meaning that customers/employees of the businesses can’t park, which of 
course is a significant issue for them. We do realise that car parking for GPS 
families continues to be a difficult issue, but we don’t want to see a situation 
where businesses decide to take a stronger stand, as happened last year with 
the security guard working at the petrol station across the road. We know that 
the extended council works on the oval grandstand has kept quite a number of 
car parks out of action, and we all hope those car parks become available again 
soon.  

Toilets                                                                                                            

As we have said previously in the newsletter, we are really working hard to 
improve the conditions in the toilets.  They have been painted, steam cleaned 
and are cleaned twice a day.  We are still having significant issues as some 
children do not seem to know how to use the toilets appropriately.  To try and 
address this issue leadership team members have been taking individual 
classes of girls or boys into the toilets and spoken about use of the toilet, using 
appropriate paper, privacy, flushing, and using soap to wash their hands.  We 
would really appreciate your support in talking with your children about this and 
assisting us to keep the toilets in good condition throughout the day. 
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Glenelg Primary School Winter Sport 

Terms 2 and 3 2018 
 

By now your child should have brought home our Winter Sports Registration 
form for sports here at Glenelg in Terms 2 and 3. Spare forms are available from 
the front office if need be or may be printed from our website 
www.glenelgps.sa.edu.au/parentinformation/schoolsport. Our Winter Sports 
Information Booklet is also there. Please read it regarding our sports on offer to 
Years 2-7 of Basketball, Football (AFL), Netball, Soccer and Year 6/7 Volleyball. 
This booklet has all the useful information such as playing days, weather policy, 
uniform requirements, team sizes, ground locations etc to refer to throughout the 
season. 

 
Please speak to Colleen Wortmeyer in our office should you require an extension 
for payment. Payment is also available by the Qkr! App. Completed registration 
forms must come back to the office if using the App for your child to be included 
in a team. 

 
If you are able to coach we'd love to have you tick the box on the form; your kids 
do love having you involved.  Acceptance of registration forms will be extended 
to 12th March, but we ask that you please have them in as soon as possible. 

 
Any other queries please email michelle.fountas173@schools.sa.edu.au 

Mitcham Girls High School  
The school offers a Gifted Dance Program. Entry is by audition. For information 
and to register go to www.mitchamgirlshs.sa.edu.au  
Mitcham Girls High School Open Day is 2 May 2018 9am -11am and 5pm-8pm.  
Principal’s address 9.10am, 5pm and 7.15pm 
 

 

Brighton Special Interest Music Information 
Evening for Years 6 & 7  
Everything you need to know about auditioning for the Brighton’s Special 
Interest Music Program Wednesday 4th April 2018 at 6.30 to 7.30pm Brighton 
Secondary School Concert Hall For all enquiries please call Pam Parsons 
Brighton SS on 8375 8215 or email: pam.parsons@brighton.sa.edu.au 

Information for enrolment into year 8 
This information is provided to students at the end of term 1.  We do 
suggest attending some of the open days to gain a picture of what is 
available.  It is good to start this process in year 6.  Students are all 
different and there are a range of options in this area of good secondary 
schools for your children. 
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Brighton Secondary School 
Year 7 - Out of School Zone 

Volleyball Trials 
 

The Initial trials for a position in the Brighton Secondary School Volleyball Program  
will be held on  Monday 7th May (Term 2, Week 2) at the following times: 

 

10:00am or 11:30am 
 

Students who meet the required standards at this trial will be invited to attend the  
Final Trial on Monday 21st May at an advised time. 

 

If you would like to attend the trial, you must ring  
Brighton Secondary School Ph 8375 8200 

to book a trial time and request an application pack.  
 

Applications must be received Monday 30th April. 
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Library News 
Book Donations welcome 
If you have any pre-loved children’s books that are in good condition, please 
donate them to the GPS library for our book sale in week 8.  With help from the 
Parents and Friends group, the Glenelg Primary School Library will be holding a 
book sale on Friday 23rd March (week 8) from 8.30 until 9.30am, outside the 
hall.  Books will be sold for 50 cents or $1, with funds raised to go toward 
purchasing games for students to play in the library at lunch time. 
 
What’s happening?  Book sale 
What: Pre-loved books sale! Books from 50c - $1 
Why: All funds raised will be used to purchase games for students to play in the 
library at lunch time. 
When: Friday 23rd March, 8.30-9.30am (before and after the R/1 Assembly) 
Where: Outside the hall 
Who: Thanks to the Parents and Friends group and our Year 7 Senior 
Assistant Librarians for their help in organising this event 
Book donations are welcome leading up to the book sale.  
Please see Amy, Karen or Judy in the library. 

Parents and Friends 
Parentsand.Friends877@schools.sa.edu.au 

www.facebook.com/GlenelgPandF 

Upcoming P&F activities… 
 
P&F MEETING - Thursday 8th March 2018, 9.00am, Glenelg Football Club 
An invitation to come along to the next P&F meeting to see what we do – there 
are no expectations, your level of involvement is entirely up to you! Can’t get to 
a meeting? We are looking at maybe running an after-school meeting, and there 
is also a Facebook Committee page (closed group) for people who are unable 
to get to meetings but want to be involved. Contact us for more details. 
 
COFFEE MORNING - Friday 23rd March 2018, 9.30am, Glenelg Football Club 
Following the R/1 Assembly on 23rd March, please join us for a casual coffee / 
chat…a wonderful opportunity to meet other parents / carers to share your 
experiences of being new to the school and connect with others who have been 
doing the school run for a while! Younger siblings very welcome, there is a 
playroom and babycino’s to keep them occupied  
 
EASTER SURPRISE!  
The P&F team are organising a small Cadbury egg to be given out to each 
student (by their teacher) in the week leading up to Easter. We are mindful of 
children with allergies and alternative arrangements will be made directly by the 
teacher. 
 
Don’t forget our Facebook page is a great way to keep in touch with reminders 

about what’s happening – Like us at: www.facebook.com/GlenelgPandF 
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Community News 
Book Busters at the Library  
Is your child an avid reader looking to meet up with other readers?  At Book 
Busters, we meet in the library after school once a month to browse new books, 
to read, make crafts, discuss and share excitement about reading. Bring a friend 
or two to make it a fun session!  Snacks provided.  Each participant gets to create 
and keep their own journal.  Suits ages 8+ Hallett Cove on Tuesdays(once a 
month ) 20 Feb, 20 Mar, 1 May 4pm – 5pm,  Park Home Wednesdays (once a 
month ) 21 Feb, 21 Mar, 2 May 4pm – 5pm  Tel 8375 6755.  Free bookings 
essential. 
 
Australian Sports Camps  
Autumn School Holiday Camps for 6-16 year old’s. Call 1300 914 368 or go to 
australiansportscamps.com.au for more information. 
 
Wesley Netball Club - Players needed 

Wesley Netball Club are looking for 2 more players for our U9 team. Players 
need to be turning 9 or younger in 2018 – i.e. born 2009 or later. Games are 
played at Hazelmere Reserve & other local courts on Saturday afternoons 
Please contact Cathy Brunton on 0438083762 for details 
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