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Calendar Dates 

September 

15th Festival of Music 
Performance 

18th/19th Year 3 Camp 

22nd Casual Day 

26th Cinema - Yr 5 

27th Children’s Uni 
Graduation  

29th Yr 7 to Watermark 

LAST DAY OF TERM 3 
EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30pm 

October  

16th Pupil Free day 

17th First day term 4 

 

 

 

 

Failure! What a genius idea! 

It was recently reported in The Age that a leading independent grammar school 
is teaching their students that making mistakes is a crucial part of learning.  
What an innovative idea – we have been pushing just this in our school all year 
and I am sure your children have spoken to you about failing and about being in 
the learning pit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For many of us, making errors, stuffing up and struggling 
to get things right always feels uncomfortable. But that’s 
the whole point.  Kids need to fail more if they are to 
succeed. Unfortunately, to many students, academic 
success means “Don’t stuff it up!”, “No mistakes please!” 
and “You’ve got to get it perfect!” 

It’s been widely reported that Australian kids are anxious, 
perfectionistic and risk averse. They just don’t feel 
comfortable with failure. We’ve hidden failure and 
disappointment from them for far too long. In recent years 
there’s been a common perception that failure damages people but we know 
this is to the detriment of young people’s future success. 
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Failure is an integral part of learning anything significant, challenging or 
worthwhile. Resilient learners realise that they don’t always get things right the 
first or even second time but with effort and practice they will master skills, find 
solutions and gain the knowledge they need to succeed. 

As reported in The Age, failure, if handled properly, provides kids with the 
feedback they need to help them achieve excellence. Kids need positive 
feedback too … but only when it’s deserved. When we tell a child everything is 
wonderful when, in fact, the work is mediocre at best, we give a false sense of 
achievement. 

Failure takes bravery.  We need to give encouragement, that is, parents and 
teachers focusing comments on the processes (effort, contribution, 
improvement) of what kids do rather than the outcomes. Encouragement 
places the locus of control onto the child, which is essential for resilience. That 
doesn’t mean that we avoid giving a child feedback if their work or behaviour 
isn’t up to scratch. We should inform children when they need to lift their game, 
but this feedback needs to be provided respectfully and with sensitivity if we 
want it to be taken on board. 

The real strength of encouragement is hidden in its French derivative, the verb 
coure: ‘to give heart’. We need to find a way to give children the courage to be 
imperfect. It takes a brave soul to make a mistake sometimes, particularly 
when others may be watching.  Failure needs a supportive environment. 
It’s all very well to encourage kids to have a go but they won’t stretch 
themselves unless mistakes are truly accepted by the people that matter to 
them. If children are to take more learning and social risks they need to know 
that mistakes and stuff ups won’t be thrown back in their faces at home by 
parents or siblings. 

Five simple ways to encourage kids to fail and celebrate errors.                                                                            

1. Model failure – share your stories with your kids.                               
2. Tell stories of failure: We tend to be nostalgic of the 

past and tell children of the good things when we talk 
about our childhoods. Kids love to hear the warts’n’all 
stories of the difficulties you faced and stuff-ups you 
made as a kid.                                                                             

3. Encourage them: Develop a vocabulary around effort, 
improvement, contribution and enjoyment. Be your 
child’s cheerleader but don’t avoid giving feedback 
when necessary. 

4. Tell and show kids how to improve: Feedback is always 
best when it has something to learn from what has 
happened.                                                          

5. Provide the time to fail and get it right: We are all time 
poor. Time and patience can be your best assets when 
helping kids to handle learning challenges.  

.  Failure doesn’t sit comfortably with many of us, but it’s an essential element to 
success. 
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Student sustainability projects 
We are doing a project that is called 'Be the change'.  We are planning to make 
a change in the community.  Batteries that are thrown into landfill could leak 
into our water supply and we could get sick, and they contribute to all the 
unnecessary landfill.  We are going to collect batteries at school for recycling 
because students and parents visit every day.  We will put two bins out.  One in 
the reception class building and one in the administration office for parents to 
deposit batteries.  We will collect them regularly and take them to Battery 
World to be recycled.  

 Annalisa, Rebecca and Jessi - Gr8 space 

Recycling lightbulbs- 
In the G8 space, we had to come up with something that 
will have a positive impact on the environment.  We 
decided to recycle lightbulbs because right now lightbulbs 
are just going to landfill and doing nothing useful.  The 
point of our project is if you have any blown or old lightbulbs that would 
normally go in your garbage, we will be recycling them here at Glenelg Primary 
School.  There will be three boxes in the office that will have signs on telling 
you what box to put your lightbulbs in. When the boxes get full we will take 
them to a recycling place where they will then get recycled and be used for 
many different things. 
When you put your lightbulbs in the boxes please be careful and try not to 
smash the other lightbulbs.  This project has a good purpose so please respect 
the boxes and do not ruin or destroy them.  
We hope you can participate in this project and help the environment. 

Thank you, Piper, Hayley, Alicia and Chelsea- yr6  

Parent Survey re Magazine 
Last newsletter we had a short survey regarding the Year Book for parents to 
respond to.  It was very disappointing that only 36 parents responded (out of a 
school population of 817 students) and 3 /4 of those voted to buy one.  As you 
can see, with only 27 people saying they would buy one we are wondering if it 
is worth the hours of work that each teacher contributes to make it happen.  
We will ask at Governing Council meeting on Monday for a decision for this 

year.  

Student absence 
A reminder to parents that it is a requirement that we mark the roll sheet as a 
legal document.  Therefore if you don’t contact the school to report an 
absence, the child is marked as absent unexplained.  DECD keep records of 
this data, and hence if your child is absent for prolonged periods of time there 
will be a DECD follow up.  Students after the age of 6 are required by law to 
attend school and accurate records of this are kept and displayed on the child’s 
report each semester.  Please phone and leave a message or send a note in to 
school so that the records are kept accurately. 
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SAPSASA ATHLETICS 
The Glenelg athletics team performed fantastically at the recent South-West 
district day at the SA Athletics Stadium. Athletes competed against local 
schools in high jump, long jump, shot put, discus, 800m, 1500m, 100m, 200m 
and 4 X 100m relay.  Glenelg came 4th overall with Westminster, SPW and 
Paringa Park ahead.  
 

The following athletes qualified to compete at State Day in Week 10 which is 
an amazing achievement. 

 Charlotte K-P in discus 
 Jayden B in long jump 
 Luke C in discus AND shot put 
 Jazzy V and Kunal K in 4 X 100m relay team 

 
Congratulations to all athletes for their excellent efforts and behaviour. 

Paula Willson 
   
 
Jesse A clearing the bar at 1m 
46cm and coming a fantastic 2nd
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
The girls ‘born in 2006’  
relay team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harvey at shot put 
 
 
 
 
 

Canteen 
Special Lunch orders for the 27th September have now closed and NO 
LATE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.   
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No other lunch orders will be available on the 27th (Wednesday, Week 10)  
Pre-ordered Specials only. 

Good Condition Unwanted Clothes and Shoes 
Danilo, Matt, Jack and Connor from the GR8 Space are collecting clothes and 
shoes in good condition next Monday 18th November.  There will be black bins 
outside the front office for you to deposit the items into.   
 

All donated items will be taken to Hutt Street Centre who are happy to receive 
them.  We are doing this to recycle clothes so they don’t end up in landfill.  We 
hope you have donations that will help the environment and the people that 
rely on Hutt Street Centre. 
Kinds regard, Danilo, Matt, jack and Connor. 

Uniform Shop  -  Help Needed 
We would be grateful for help in the Uniform Shop for an hour each week or 
fortnight.  The Shop is open every Wednesday from 8.30am – 9.30am.  
If you can spare the time, please see someone in the front office.  Thank you. 

Casual Day 
The Kids’ Council casual day for this term is to raise money 

for the Cancer Council.  The date of Casual Day is Friday 
22nd September.  The theme of Casual Day this time is to 

wear your sporting 
colours / uniforms. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Music Festival 

This week we have a large group of year 5, 6 and 7 students participating in 
the Primary Schools Music Festival.  They are performing at The Entertainment 
Centre and from listening to them at assemblies they will certainly represent 

our school superbly.  We also have 3 specialists in the Festival, Isumi 
who is a soloist, and Taylah and Holly 
who are both performing in the troupe.  

 

mailto:listserv@lists.schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1017.info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.glenelgps.sa.edu.au/


To receive the newsletter via email, subscribe to the Glenelg Primary School list, by sending a new email to: 
listserv@lists.schools.sa.edu.au with a message body of: Subscribe GlenelgPS (Leave the subject line blank).   

Contact Us: 8295 3943 eMail: dl.1017.info@schools.sa.edu.au www.glenelgps.sa.edu.au Principal: Rae Taggart 
Deputy Principal: Anthony Fischer Assistant Principals: Paul Lendrum Bobbie Beswick Malcolm McArdle 

 

Congratulations  
We congratulate both of our teachers who have now given birth to their healthy 
little babies.  Mothers and babies are doing well. 
 
Laura Searle now has a little boy, Lenny 

 
 
 
 

Sally Warnecke now has a little girl Harper. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finalist 
 

Congratulations to Jodie in year 7.  She is a South 
Australian entrant finalist in the Girlfriend magazine 
model search.  At just 13 she is the youngest state 
winner and we wish her well.   

 

 

Classes for 2018 
 
Each year we invite parents to contact us with regard to specific educational 
requirements for their child’s placement for next year.  Leadership and 
teachers use their prior knowledge of students, friendship groupings and the 
specific needs of your child to place them into the best possible learning 
environment.  They also gather information from children with regard to 
friendships.  It is an involved process to which we devote a lot of time and 
thought. 
 

Parents are welcome to write a short letter about their child’s educational 
needs for next year.  This is not a time to request a particular teacher but a 
chance to inform us of any relevant information in regards to your child’s 
learning situation or placement.  With a school as large and complex as this 
one, we are not able to make promises about children being placed with 
particular teachers or in specific situations. Please address the letter to Rae 
Taggart and mark it ‘Private and confidential’. These need to be at school by 
the end of week one next term, Friday 20th October for consideration. 

  
Pupil Free Day Monday 16th October 

First day term 4 is Tuesday 17th October 
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Community News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 21st September, from 4.30pm-5.00pm, Information, Presentation & 
Registration.  5.00pm-5.30pm Skill Based Testing/Gymnastic Skill testing.  
5.30pm-6.30pm Game Play – Selection Panel 
Tuesday 26th September 4.20pm-4.30pm Registration, 4.30pm-5.30pm Skill 
Based testing/Gymnastics Skill sessions, 5.30pm-6.30pm Game Play – Selection 
Panel.   
Registration Criteria – Students must be in Year 2-7 in 2018, do not need to be 
enrolled at Ascot Park Primary School, Register by Tuesday 19th September, either 
on-line or provide hard copy to the school office.  
For more information and to register, visit the school website 
www.ascotpkps.sa.edu.au/specialist-sports-trails  Phone 8276 3055  
Email: dl.0340.sport@schools.sa.edu.au  
 

Glenelg North Community Garden Open Day – Saturday 23rd September, 

10am – 3.00pm at Kibby Reserve, Alison Street, Glenelg North 5045.  Garden 
tours, plant sale, fresh veges, jams & pickles, worm farm, coffee & cakes. 
 

Holdfast Bay Community Centre School Holiday Fun 
Friday 6th October Family Fun Day 11.30am - 4.00pm, Ages 5-12 years, Cost $10 
per child.  Bookings on Eventbrite - Family Fun Day. 
Tuesday 10th October – Active Play Day 10.00am - 4.00pm, Ages 8-12 years, 
Cost $5 per child.  Bookings on Eventbrite – Active Play Day. 
Wednesday 11th October - Kids Yoga & Mindfulness 10.00am – 11.30am, Cost 
$15 per family.  Bookings on www.kiddoyoga.com.au  
Friday 13th October – Family Movie Night 5.30pm – 7.30pm, $5 per child.  
Bookings on Eventbrite – Family Movie Night. 
For bookings and enquiries  8298 7422. 
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